[Acute and chronic amiodarone effects on the dynamics of force-interval relationship in rat papillary muscle].
Effects of acute and chronic amiodarone treatment on the force-interval relationship were investigated in rat papillary muscle. It was found that both acute and chronic amiodarone treatment decreased the amplitude of extrasystoles. At the same time, only short-term administgration of amiodarone increased postextrasystols and post-rest potentiations of twitch force in rat myocardium. It is concluded that the acute and chronic amiodarone treatment suppress the excitability of cardiomyocytes, but only the chronic treatment increases the effective refractory period. The results suggest that the acute administration of amiodarone can influence the intracellular calcium homeostasis.